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Adilah Bundak]ji’s
Kiswah Art

By Shalaka Paradkar, Features Editor, Content Syndicate.
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dilah  Bundakji is a contemporary

Islamic artist and designer whose
works favour diverse threads and mixed
media on fabrics. She innovates upon
traditional concepts with contemporary
treatment drawing inspiration from Quranic
verses. She recently exhibited her works at
Dubai Art and Antiques Fair 2009, at
Madinat Jumeirah, Dubai.

She creates grand pieces that are unique
and influential. Her works depict subtle
movement that find harmony between
content and medium. These visual produc-
tions are inspired by commonly shared
spiritual experiences easily understood and
delightful to her audience. Works are sought
after by serious art collectors, for their
authenticity, heritage, history and as
heirlooms for posterity.

It is Adilah's treatment of Quranic scripts
that are expressive of almost musical notes,
rich in tone and texture. It is in these works
that one senses the call of a Quranic reciter
frozen in time and form.

Adilah Bundakji is a descendant of
Meccan lineage. She is a Saudi Arabian
citizen who was born in South Africa and
lived in Pakistan. Her beliefs and works draw
upon her lifelong experiences, her heritage
and love for diverse Muslim communities

that have helped shape her expressions of
life. Over the last twelve years, Adilah has
been commissioned by members of the
Saudi Royal family, leading Middle-Eastern
merchant  families and discreet art

collectors, whose walls are adorned by her
works all over the world.

Adilah explains that most of her works are
inspired by Ayats and Suras from the Holy
Quran and the medium of expression is
inspired by the Kiswah, which is the
decorative cloth covering the holy Ka’abah.
She refers to this medium as “Kiswah Art”.
She believes that art enthusiasts and those
appreciative of this form of calligraphic
expression respond to the inclusion of Ayats,

D

as they have a very profound meaning. Each
new application of these Ayats in artistic
form conveys a unique message and value.
All the more unique are the decorative
materials and ornaments that are the best
way for her to express the beauty of Ayats
and verses. However she stresses that the
Ayat remains central to the work and her
objective is to reflect this by elevating the
meaning through her use of rich materials.
She borrows influences from Persian,
Moghul and Ottoman artistic traditions.

Adilah agrees that Arabic Art has always
had a successful following especially
recently in a new found wave of enthusiasts
enjoying this tradition in a more
contemporary form. However, Adilah feels
that people are drawn to art for many reasons
— there are many challenges in today’s world
and she maintains that she uses the strength
of Quranic verses as encouragement to
overcome all challenges.
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