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Calligraphic Art

helped shape her life.

She makes embroideries based on vers-
es from the haly Quran and the Ki A
Though she's had no gallery representation
until now, she has had a huge clientele in
Saudi Arabia for the past 12 years. “It was
my sister Zakiah who sowed the seeds of
this art form in my mind.”

Bunclalfji was 1ea igning

day she [h01 t
tapestry wnh H H[‘Illl]cl]] ]In Rehmanir R?
heem (I begin inth
Kalma for a Ram

Zakiah loved it so
inspired to begin
giving thema

also give credit
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Initially she bnfran stitching the pieces
]]P' snlfm,d when it bemmc a Fu v-ﬂed ed

to smd\ fﬁr her.
Quranic scrip
in tone and te
that one senses
reciter fro:

umc- and form. “I 1

a point to have Quran recitation classes for
1y workers. In this way they are learning

what they are weaving It's a spiritual and

physical exercise for them. I also get them

to have lessons in the hadith or te:

of the holy Propher [peace be upo

f women in Islam
ties towards their

v on the rol
r responsi
1E SaYs.

It hasn't been an easy road as she has to
divide her time between her children who
are settled in US and Kuwait, and her work
men in Pakistan. “The most difficult pa i
the process is ro discipline the workers to
intricately and on time.
atingly derailed person.
just can't let go of shabby work in front
of me, The piece has to be exactly the way
I've perceived it and I may add to it or takes
things away, but the end result has to be
exquisite,” she says,

The embroideries are woven with silk
threads on tapestry cloth using a variety of
techniques All pieces are handmade and
hand sritched. Some of them ide the
M on-;ritlh a twisted gold th]'eac. work of

cic sa :} semi-preciuus stones. The Wasli
stitch, which is Turkish and looks like a
thick rope, is also used, and the full pad-
ded Dough stitch is used on the Kiswah.
“I come up with mv own :titkhes rime ’mﬂ]

nessed in her works that seek to express
the strong bond between Islam and art.
Bundakji strives to overcome the differenc-
s in language, culture and creed and at the

same time, creatively express the uplifting
age of the Islamic faith. “My works
have no nationality. Yes, the calligraphy is
Islamic but the designs are universal.

“Like Islam, the holy Quran is also uni-
versal. It's there not only for Muslims, but
for everyone to read. So, I'm influenced a
-ian landscapes, Italian frescos,
windows and Indo-Saracen archi
recture for my motifs”

Bundakji recently exhibited for the first
time outside of Saudi Arabia at the Dubai
Haughton Design Fair in February this
year. When her work was put on display at
the Av Antiques Design Dubai event, t‘-Le
rganisers from the Dul Ibai Ladies Club said

e be]ieved that her participation was an

dedlgmw,q ity art
We are keen to encot mﬂge this grow-
ing awareness in art and antiques am
women,” Muna bin Kalli, executive director
of Dubai Ladies Club said at the exhibition.
“’l"h.- growing inclusion of art into cornmu-
swle. and even as a urﬁm r’mce

's work is full of passion. It's
also very bpn irual. “Apart from being visu-
v appealing, reciting the verses from the
holy Quran brings ina lot of barakah (good
k). When you look at the piece you also
yud and then it lifts up your spir-
ings in good luck to your home. I

only hope to get blessings of Allah in return
for it,” she says.

Each tapestry is priced around USDio-
12,000, Her works are sought-after by se-
ricus art collecto r their authen ity,
heritage and history and as heirlooms for
posterity. Over the last 12 years Bunddkp
has been commissioned h\r members of
the Saudi royal ily, leading Middle-

(i 111r==;am4 discreet art
rned by her
11 ThF C;AL yal fam ily,
s are also with the Crown

1 the Abu Dhabi royal
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Adilah Bundakji’s exhibition is on
at Mondo Arte Gallery in Mall of the
Emirates from July 5 -25; 04-3724288
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